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SYNOD-SERM O N, 


I T1 M. i. 19. 


HOLDING FAIT H. 


ITH OUT offefing any thing 
| concerning the immediate oc- 
caſion or connection of theſe - 


words, in what follows, it is propoſed, 
1. To ſhew you, in ſome particulars, 
what is ſuppoſed and included in holding 
faith. 

2. To lay before you ſome reaſons of 
or motives to this duty. 

3. and laſtly, To direct to ſome improve- 
ment or application of what may be ſaid. 


I. TE word or term faith, is taken in 
ſcripture in ſeveral different ſenſes ; here, 
and in many other places “, it is to be 
underſtood as denoting the whole complex 


body of Chriſtianity. 


Now Holding this faith, 
1/, Suppoſes, and includes in it, that 


Gal. i. 23+ iii. 2. Jude ver, 3, 
A 2 we 


[ 4 ] 


we inquire into the- nature of the faith, 
together with the grounds thereof. 

It is the misfortune of many, that they 
are debarred from all free inquiry in mat- 
ters of religion ; and that they muſt ſub- 
mit, in a blind and implicit manner, to 
ſuch ſchemes of it, whether true or falſe, 
as they who have uſurped the dominion 
over their faith and conſciences, think fit 
to impoſe upon them. 

And what is the misfortune of ſome, is 
the fault of others, who are under no ſuch 
reſtraints; for there are many who take 
up their religion, as it were, merely upon 
truſt. . 

If they are in the right, it is only by 
accident; and they have no other reaſon 
for what they profeſs, than that ſuch is 
the belief and profeſſion of all around 
them. 

As it is the privilege, ſo it is the duty 
of all Chriſtians, and eſpecially of ſuch of 
them as are endued with greater intel- 
lectual abilities than others, whether theſe 
are natural or acquired, to inquire into the 
nature and evidences of the Chriſtian faith. 
Such inquiries are the proper employment 
of thoſe rational faculties and powers with 


Which 


[ 5 ] „ * 


which God hath dignified our natures. 
When they are managed with an honeſt 
deſire of finding out truth, they are an ar- 


gument and evidence of a noble and libe- 


ral turn of mind. Such inquiries will 
put us into a capacity or condition of gi- 
ving, as the apoſtle .exhorts and directs 
us , an anſwer to every one that aſketh 
%a reaſon of the hope that is in us:“ 
and let me add, they are neceſſary to our 
own eſtabliſhment in the faith. | 

It has been aſſerted, and publiſhed to 
the world , That Chriſtianity is not 
founded in argument; and that a free in- 
quiry into it, tends to lead men into ſcep- 
ticiſm and infidehty. But this is certain- 
ly a groundleſs pretence : for our religion 
has ſuch truth and excellence belonging to 
it, that when it is examined with impar- 
tiality and candour, it will riſe in our e- 
ſteem, it will appear to be an object every 
way worthy of our higheſt veneration and 
regard, and take ſuch a firm hold of our 
reaſon and judgement, as will fix and con- 
firm us, not merely in the ſpeculative be- 
lief of it, but in ſuch a belief as will be 


® x Peter iii. 15. + In a book ſo intitled. 


all 


2 
1 


1 


an inward and operative principle of duty 
and obedience. 

2dly, Holding faith includes in it, that 
we make an open profeſſion or confeſſion of 
the faith. This is laid down by the apo- 
ſtle Paul as eſſentially neceſſary to our ſal- 
vation: If (ſays he) thou ſhalt confeſs 
* with thy mouth the Lord Jeſus, and 
* ſhalt believe in thine heart that God 
* hath raiſed him from the dead, thou 
© ſhalt be ſaved: for with the heart man 
* believeth unto righteouſneſs, and with 
** the tongue confeſſion is made unto ſal- 
vation *.“ More full to this purpoſe are 
the words of our Bleſſed Saviour, by whoſe 
deciſive judgement we muſt all of us ſtand 
or fall for ever: Whoſoever (ſays he) 
* ſhall confeſs me before men, him will L 
* confeſs before my Father which is in 
** heaven ; but whoſoever ſhall deny me 
* before men, him will I alſo deny before 
* my Father which is in heaven f.“ 

Here it is to be obſerved, that this pro- 
feſſion of the faith muſt be univerſal, ex- 


tending to all the real and genuine truths 
and duties of it; — that it muſt be as pu- 
blic as poſſible, leading us to glory in the 


® Rom x. 9, 10. + Matth. x. 32. 33 · 
name 


( 
| 
| 
| 
! 
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name we bear, and to join with others in 
all thoſe inſtitutions of worſhip, which 
when they are well underſtood, and are 
attended on with right aims and deſigns, 
ſerve at once to expreſs and ſtrengthen our 
love to Chriſt, to promote our religious 
and moral improvement, and to diſtin- 
guiſh the Chriſtian ſociety from the reſt of 
the world ; —and that it muſt be a ſteady 
and perſevering profeſhon ; — ſteady in 
oppoſition to the cunning craftineſs of 
thoſe who lie in wait to deceive us, and 
who labour, and have laboured, with the 
moſt abſurd kind of zeal, to ſpread and 
propagate the principles of infidelity ; — 
and ſteady in oppoſition to whatever ſuffer- 


ings we may be expoſed to on that account. 


We live, by the favour of God, in a 
country and age when the ſacred rights of 
conſcience are well underſtood, and a due 
regard 1s had to them. But ſhould perſe- 
cution ariſe, we muſt not be offended, but 
muſt be willing to ſuffer the loſs of all 
things, life itſelf not excepted, rather than 
be moved away from the faith. And if 
ſo, what 1s our preſent loſs, will be our 
future and eternal gain. Ye ſhall be 
1 hated of all men, ſaid Chriſt to his 

diſciples, 
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diſciples, for my name's ſake : but he 
* that endureth to the end ſhall be ſa- 


* ved *.“ And again, Bleſſed are they 


* which are perſecuted for righteouſneſs 
* ſake: for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven f.“ 

3dly, Holding faith includes in it, that 


we defend, or, as it is expreſſed by the 


Apoſtle Jude, that we contend for the faith 
which was once delivered to the ſaints. 

This is a duty incumbent on all who 
bear the name of Chriſt; and their obli- 
gation to it increafes in proportion to their 
reſpective talents and opportunities. But it 
is in a ſpecial manner incumbent on thoſe 
who are the public teachers of the fazth, 
who are ſet for a defence of it, and who 
ought to be, and I truſt generally are, by 
means of a regular and learned education, 
able to acquit themſelves with honour and 


| ſucceſs in this branch of their office, and 


to turn to flight the armies of the a- 
liens 1. ö | 

Here it is to be obſerved, that we muſt 
not propagate or defend our religion by 
methods, were theſe in our power, of ſe- 


Matth. x. 22, + Matth. v. 10. | 4 Heb. xi. 34. 


verity 


E 
verity and force; for theſe methods are 
contrary to that calm and gentle way in 
which our bleſſed Saviour and his apoſtles 
thought fit to introduce Chriſtianity into 
the world. They incroach upon the natural 
and unalienable rights of conſcience and 
private judgement. They may force men 
to an hypocritical profeſſion of what they 
diſbelieve in their hearts, but cannot operate 
any conviction on their conſciences. And 
they are methods of which, on all theſe ac- 
counts, we ought ever to entertain the ſtrong- 
eſt abhorrence. O my ſoul,“ as ſaid the 
old patriarch Jacob on another occaſion, 
come not thou into the ſecret” of blood- 
thirſty perſecution; and © unto their aſ- 
* ſembly, mine honour, be not thou u- 
+ nited, — Curſed be their anger, for it is 
* fierce; and their wrath, for it is cruel *.“ 
The weapons of our warfare are not 
carnal, but ſpiritual ; —and we muſt de- 
fend and confirm the truths and principles 
of our faith in the way of reaſon and ar- 
gument, offering the proofs and evidences 
of it to the underſtandings and conſciences 
of men; and offering them, not with that 
wrath of man which has been confidered 


Gen. xlix, 


B as 


cc 


[ 
as a ſign of a weak cauſe, or a weak judge- 
ment, and which never works the righ- 


10 1 


teouſneſs of God; but in that ſpirit of | 
meekneſs and love which Chriſtianity it- 


ſelf inſpires, and which, as it is the moſt 


rational, ſo the moſt probable means of 


ſerving and promoting its intereſts. 
Ihe ſervant of the Lord,” ſays the 
Apoſtle * ** muſt not ſtrive; but muſt be 
gentle unto all men, apt to teach, pa- 
tient, in meekneſs inſtructing thoſe that 
oppole themſelves ; if God peradventure 
will give them repentance to the ac- 
knowledging of the truth; and that 
they may recover themſelves out of the 
ſnare of the devil, who are taken err 


tive by him at his will.“ 


Cc 


II. I paſs on now to the ſecond thing 
propoſed in the method; which was, To 
lay before you ſome reaſons of, or mo- 
tives to, this duty of holding faith. 

1. Firſt, then, the great excellency of 
the 7aith is one ſtrong and juſt reaſon for 
our Holding it. 

In the inſtitutions of the ancient philo- 
ſophers, or inſtructors of mankind, there 

2 Tim. ii. 24,—26, 
are 
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are to be found many ſentiments, both of 
a religious and moral nature, ſo juſt in 
themſelves, and expreſſed with ſuch ele- 
gance and taſte, that they deſerve the at- 
| tention and regard of men. — And indeed 
theſe inſtitutions have had many praiſes 
beſtowed on them; — beſtowed ſometimes, 
we have reaſon to think, with a deſign of 
ſetting them up as equal, if not as ſupe- 
rior, to the Chriſtian faith, — But to this 
faith theſe praiſes are more juſtly due; tor 
it is every way 1o excellent, that it merits 
and claims the higheſt eſteem and venera- 1 
tion of all men. 
The beſt things in the world are noble 
of being perverted and abuſed, and ſo it 
has fared with the faith or goſpel ; for 
4 6 many incredible and abſurd principles and | 
practices have been urged and impoſed | 
upon the world under the venerable and 
ſacred name of Chriſtianity. And this 
was the caſe in a very early period of the 
church; for a Pagan “ hiſtorian, who | 
wrote in the fourth century, obſerves, | 
That the Chriſtian religion, which was 
** 1n itfelf a complete inſtitution, and very 


* Ammianus Marcellinus, as quoted by Mr Grove. 


118110 | a „ ſimple, 


_ 
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70 nge had beer mixed and ate 
* with abſurd ſuperſtitions,” Bulk: when - 


our religion is conſidered in itſelf, and as 


ſeparated from the accidental abuſes and 


corruptions of it, — it is every way wor- 
thy of God, every way ſuited to the exi- 


gencies of mankind, and, in a word, as 


the Apoſtle ſpeaks of it, every way a glo- 
rious goſpel *. 

But more particularly, the Chriſtian faith 
is excellent and glorious in reſpe& of the 
truths or doctrines which it reveals, and 
in reſpect of the duties which it injoins. 

The faith has republiſhed, and that in 
the cleareſt manner, and without any 
mixture of error, all thoſe truths or prin- 
ciples about which men had ſome- previous 
apprehenſions, partly by the light of rea- 
fon and nature, and partly by the tradi- 
tional remains of ancient revelations from 
God. 

As, for inſtance, it has republiſhed thoſe 
truths which reſpect God, his being, and 
glorious perfections, — his natural and 


moral government of the world, — which 


reſpect the reality of moral diſtinctions. 
the ſource or origin of moral evil, —the 


2 Cor. iv. 4. 


4 AP 
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"eruption and depravity F. human na- 
ture, — the immortality of the ſoul, — and 
* Nate of 'future and eternal retribution. 


On thefe truths or principles, as on a 
ſure foundation, the goſpel has built up, 
and revealed to us, the grand and gracious 
plan of our redemption through Chriſt, 
with all the wonderful things which are 


included therein: A plan that was formed 


from the days of eternity by infinite wiſ- 


dom and mercy ;—a plan thar is well or- 


dered in all things, and the chief of the 


ways and works of God ;—and a plan that 
unites in the moſt perfect harmony, and 


throws a luſtre on the divine perfections, 


a ſecurity on the moral government of 
God, and that is ſafe and happy for men. 

It is indeed true, that ſome of the truths 
or principles revealed to us by the goſpel, 
are of ſuch a ſublime and myſterious na- 
ture, that they ſurpaſs all our reaſoning 
powers. But that this is no juſt ground of 
objecting againſt, or of oppoſing, the Chri- 
ſtian inſtitution, is plain, when we conſider 


the exalted nature of the perſons and things 


ſpoken of, and the great imperfection and 
limited extent of the human underſtanding; 


— when we confider, "that there are many 
1 RE = 8 | | things 


"Tx mo 


| EEE... 


| things in the conſtitution and courſe of na- 
0 ture, as well as in revealed religion, the 
| | being whereof we know and own to be 
| certain, while yet we cannot pretend to 
| explain the mode or manner of their exiſt- 
| ence or operations; hen we conſider, that 
| though many things which are revealed to 

| us in the goſpel as matters of faith, are a- 

| bove, yet they are not contrary to, our 

| reaſon ; and when withal we conſider, that 
| |! without having thoſe things 1n our reli- 
gion which are of a myſterious nature, 
made known to us as allowed principles, 
or, in the language of the ſchools, as cer- 
tain data to proceed upon, we could never 
have underſtood many other truths and 
| duties which are connected with them, 

and which are of the greateſt moment and 

importance to us. 

1 Thus, for inſtance, without having it 
made known to us, that there is in the in- 
finite and adorable Deity or Godhead three 
perſons or ſubſiſtences, known by the names 
of the FATHER, the SoN, and the HoLY 

I} GHosT, we would have been for ever in- 

| | capable of having any conception of the 

ſcheme of our redemption, in which each 
of theſe perſons acts a part, or of compre- 
bh | | | hending 
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1 
hending thoſe duties which ariſe out of the 
part they act, and the relations wherein 
they ſtand to us. 15 

If we come to practical matters, our 
faith affords us a ſyſtem of the pureſt mo- 
rality that was ever known. — For the 
moral precepts of the goſpel are perfect and 
complete; — they are of the greateſt ſubli- 
mity and extent, and yet not impracticable, 
or ſet too high for human nature; and 
they are plain and obvious precepts; for 
the highway of holineſs is laid down ſo 
clearly and fully before us, that he who 
* runs may read his duty; and the way- 
“ faring man, though a fool, need not 
err therein.“ | 

There are indeed ſome duties required 
of us by our bleſſed Saviour, which are 
known by the name of the poſitive inſtitu- 
tions of religion; that is, inſtitutions, our 
obligation to obſerve which ariſes from 
the authority of him by whom they are 
appointed; and of this ſort are the holy 
ſacraments of Baptiſm and our Lord's Sup- 
per. But theſe inſtitutions are ſo few in 
their number, ſo plain and imple in their 
nature, ſo well ſuited to our preſent ſtate 


of * and have ſuch a plain 
and 


| 1 16 ] 
and direct tendency to promote the great 
purpoſes of practical religion, that no tea- 
ſonable man either can or will find tault 

with them. N 
2. I would mention the truth of the 
faith as a ſecond reaſon of, or motive to, 
the duty that is here required of us. The 
great excellency of the faith is a ſtrong 

preſumptive argument of its trutun. 
But beſides, and together with this, it 
is offered to our belief, ſupported and con- 
firmed by many external evidences or 
proofs: confirmed, for inſtance, by the 
character of its author, the meek and ho- 
ly Jeſus, © in whom there was no guile;“ 
—a character the reverſe of every thing 
that had the leaſt appearance of deceit, or 
| of temporal and ſelf-intereſted deſigns : 
| confirmed by the accompliſhment of ma- 
ny events which had been foretold, and 
which could not be foreſeen by human 
ſagacity *: confirmed by the ſpeedy and 
extenſive propagation of it in the world; 
an event this, which, all things conſider- 
ed, cannot be accounted for, without ſup- 
poſing and allowing that it was from God, 
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and that it was owned and ſupported by 
ſupernatural power. 

And let me add, the faith is offered to 
our belief, confirmed by many miraculous 
powers and works. & 

By miracles, we are to underſtand ſuch 
mighty works as are brought about, not 
in the way of ſecond cauſes, but by an 
immediate exertion of divine power. 

As God made the world by his infinite 
wiſdom, and power, and goodneſs; ſo he 
preſerves and governs it by his providence; 
and that not in the way of occaſional in- 
terpoſals, but by a ſtated and regular pro- 
ceſs or ſeries of cauſes and effects. 
This, however, does not hinder, but that 
he who ſits on the circles of the earth; he 
who takes up the iſles as a very little 
thing; he who ſets and keeps every wheel 
in motion, and who ſuſtains and actuates 
the whole frame of created things, can 
alter, ſuſpend, and controul, the eſtabliſh- 
ed laws of nature at his pleaſure. 

As miracles are thus poſſible, ſo they 
are a proper means of proving a religion 
to be from God; as is plain, when we con- 
ſider the opinions which have been enter- 
tained by men concerning them; and when 
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we conſider the nature of miracles them- 


ſelves ; for they are a mean of conviction 
that is ſhort, and at the ſame time obvious, 
to thoſe of the weakeſt capacities. 
We learn from the faithful records of 
the goſpel-hiſtory, that our bleſſed Saviour 
worked many ſignal and beneficent mi- 
racles; and to theſe we find him appeal- 
ing for the truth of his divine miſſion and 
character. The works,” ſaid he, © that 
**.I do in my Father's name, bear witneſs 

of me 

"my there any thing in the Chriſtian 
faith abſurd, diſproved by the evidence 
of our ſenſes, contrary to reaſon, and in- 
conſiſtent with the perfections of God, 
and the grand principles of religion, it 
is confeſſed, that miracles could not be a 
ſufficient proof of its being a divine reve+ 
lation. But this is not the caſe ; for the 
goſpel, as has been ſhewed, has every in- 
ternal mark of truth belonging to it. When 
therefore the doctrines and the miracles 
of the goſpel are confidered in connection, 
they have a mutual, and ſuch a ſtrong and 
corroborative influence on each other, as 
1s ſufficient to ſatisfy every reaſonable and 


John x. 25, 


unperverted 


19 'Þ 
unperverted mind concerning the truth of 
the Chriſtian faith. 

And not only did Chriſt work many 
miracles, but his apoſtles, and others, the 
firſt preachers of the goſpel, alſo worked 
miracles in the firſt times of riſing Chri- 
ſtianity, (how long cannot be determined); 
and worked them, not by any power of 
their own, but by a power communicated 
to them from Chriſt, on certain occaſions 
and which they were directed and excited 
to exert, by a divine impulſe upon their 
minds. They went forth,” we are told, 
and preached every where, God bear- 
ing them witneſs, with ſigns, and won- 
„ ders, and with divers miracles, and 
* gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, according to 
„his will &.“ 

As ſeveral things which have been im- 
poſed on the world under the name of mi- 
racles have, upon examination, been found 
out to be baſe frauds and impoſtures; ſo 
ſome have been led from thence to enter- 
tain doubts about the reality of all mira- 
cles whatever. But theſe doubts are un- 
reaſonable with reſpect to the miracles of 
the goſpel, For when we conſider, that 
they were not done in a corner, in ſuſpi- 
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cious places and circumſtances, but in an 
open and public manner, and in the pre- 
ſence of inquiſitive ſpectators; that there 
could be no natural connection between 
the words and actions made uſe of on 
theſe occaſions, and the effects produced; 
— that.the perſons who bore witneſs to 
them were men of the greateſt integrity, 
and that almoſt all of them died for the 
truth of the things which they had ſeen, 
and about which they teſtified ; — and 
when we conſider, that not one impoſture 
was ever diſcovered in Chriſt or his apo- 
{tles : — from all theſe things put toge- 
ther, it appears, that we have as great cer- 
tainty concerning the miracles of the go- 


ipel, as matters of fact at a diſtance from 


us in reſpect both of time and place, are 
capable of receiving. 

3. A third reaſon of, or motive to, the 
duty here required, ariſes from the bene- 
ficial influence which the faith or religion 
of Chriſt has on the temporal and on the 
{piritual intereſts of mankind. 

Of the many temporal intereſts of men, 
I ſhall mention thoſe which are of a public 
and ſocial nature. 

That religion in general tends to the 

happineſs 
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happineſs and ſecurity of civil government 
and order, has been allowed both by 
ſtateſmen and philoſophers; by whom it 
has been conſidered as that which alone 
can hold men together in ſociety, and bind 
them to a mutual right behaviour. 
But the faith or goſpel of Chriſt has a 
greater influence this way than any other 
thing that has ever appeared in the world 
under the name of religion. 

** The ſon of man,” ſays our bleſſed Sa- 
viour *, © came not to deſtroy mens lives, 
* but 10 ſave them;“ that is, he came not 
only to purchaſe eternal life and ſalvation 
for men, but alſo to eſtabliſh a religion in 
the world, that tends to promote and ſe- 
cure the preſent happineſs of men in their 
public and ſocial capacity. — And that the 
Chriſtian faith or religion has a ſtrong 
tendency this way, 1s plain, when we 
conſider, that it gives men ſuch views of 
God, as the great and merciful father of 
the world, as ſerve to diſpel from their 
minds that cruelty and barbarity which 
are the effects of ignorance and ſuperſti- 
tion; —that, ſo far as it prevails, it teach- 
es and enables men to ſubdue thoſe fierce 


Luke ix. 56. 
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and turbulent paſſions which are the chief 
cauſes of ſtrife and diſcord ; — that it 
forms them to habits of benevolence, che- 
riſhing and ſtrengthening in them every 
kind and ſocial affection ; — and that it 
leads men, and that not only for wrath, 
but, which is a more noble and ſteady 
principle, © for conſcience ſake,” to the 
performance of all thoſe mutual duties and 
offices which are immediately and direct- 
ly conducive to public happineſs. And 
not only does the faith or goſpel of Chriſt 
tend to produce, but, as might be made 
out by an induction of many particu- 
lars, it has actually produced, thoſe woes 
rable effects. 

Under the name of the faith, and un- 
der pretence of zeal for its intereſts, many 
factious and ambitious deſigns have been 
carried on, and that with the utmoſt bit- 
terneſs of rage and fury: and did the faith 
afford any countenance to ſuch practices, 
this would be a juſt reproach to and ob- 
jection againſt it. But this is by no means 
the cafe: for all ſuch practices, as they are 
directly contrary to its peaceful nature, ſo 
they are prohibited and condemned by it 
in the ſtrongeſt manner. 


As 


„ 


As it was reaſonable to ſuppoſe, and ex- 
pect, that a teacher ſent from God would 
have it in his view to promote the intereſts 
of virtue and holineſs among men; ſo it 
is declared, both by our Saviour himſelf, 
and by his apoſtles after him, and in his 

name, that this, next to, and as connect- 
ed with, his making ſatisfaction for the 
ſins of men, by his propitiatory and meri- 
torious death, was the deſign of his coming 
into our world. And for the accomplith- 
ment of this end, he has afforded us a go- 
ſpel or doctrine that is in all things ac- 
* cording to godlineſs,” and that contains 
in it every thing that is either neceſſary or 
conducive for healing our ſpiritual mala- 
dies, for cheriſhing in us holy habits and 
diſpoſitions, and for adorning our hearts 
and lives with thoſe religious and moral 
qualities which tend to the perfection and 
happineſs of our reaſonable natures. 

The moral precepts of the goſpel, which, 
as has been ſaid, are perfect and complete, 
are injoined upon us by the higheſt ſanc- 
tion; I mean, by the authority of that 
Almighty Lawgiver who is able to ſave 
and to deſtroy, Beſides, thoſe motives 
to duty and obedience, ariſing from the 

abſtract 
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abſtract fitneſſes of things, the unexcep- 


tionable reaſonableneſs and beauty of vir- 
tue, and an inſtinctive ſenſe of it upon 
the mind, which are conſiderations of too 
thin and ſpeculative a nature to affect the 
main body of mankind ; — beſides theſe, 

the faith of Chriſt has afforded us other 
' motives to duty, which are peculiar to it- 
felf, and which, when they are duly at- 
tended to, and the mind hes open to their 
influence, are fitted to touch and rouſe e- 
very active principle of our natures, and 
to raiſe us up to the higheſt attainable 
improvements in holineſs. The faith 
affords us, in the life of its divine Author, 
an example of duty and obedience, perfect 
in itſelf, and perfectly fitted for our imi- 
tation. And it affords us thoſe ſuper- 
natural aſſiſtances, which, Heathens them 
ſelves being judges “, are abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary for us in this weak and corrupted 
ſtate of human nature, for bringing us 
into, and carrying us forward in, a ſteady 


and progreſſive courſe of real holineſs. 
I would add, 


* 'There are many pertinent quotations to this pur- 
poſe by Dr Doddridge, in his ſeventh fermon, on Rege- 
neration. 
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That the bleſſed influence of the Chri- 
ſtian faith on the ſpiritual intereſts of men 
is confirmed by experience and fact. 

After a trial of ſome thouſands of years 
continuance, the inſtitutions of philoſo- 
phers were found ineffectual for reform- 
ing the world, and ineffectual, in moſt 
caſes, for reforming the lives of philoſo- 
phers themſelves. But when, as the 
Apoſtle ſpeaks, the world by their w:/dom 
knew not God, it pleaſed God to ſanctify and 
fave them that believe &. 

The influence of the faith this way was 
extremely remarkable in the firſt and ear- 
lieſt times of the goſpel ;— ſo remarkable, 
that we find ſome of the ancient apolo- 
giſts for Chriſtianity F appealing to the 
holy lives of its profeſſors, and defying 
the malice of its adverſaries to produce one 
impure, unjuſt, ,or intemperate perſon a- 
mong all who were called by the name 
of Chriſt. 


| . 
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21 Cor. i. 21. 


+ N De falſa ſuperſtitions ; the Younger Pli- 
ny's Letter to the Emperor Trajan; and Minutius Fe- 
lix, who has theſe remarkable words, Nes magna le- 
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Now that the profeſſion of Chriſtianity 
is not ſo much a matter of choice as of 
faſhion, theſe effects of it on the hearts 
and lives of men, it muſt be allowed, are 
not ſo great as they have formerly been: 
but ſtill theſe effects of it are by no means 
ſmall or inconſiderable. The ſpiritual 
life of a Chriſtian, as it conſiſts much in 


the devout acts and exerciſes of the heart, 


and in the cultivation of the inward ſeeds 


and habits of grace, which are hidden to 


the world; and as perſons of this charac- 
ter are but little inclined, through that 
modeſty that is the inſeparable companion 
of real holineſs, to bring forth their reli- 
gious and moral feelings and improve- 
ments in the way of vanity and oſtenta- 
tion; the ſanctifying effects of the faith 
cannot be now fully known. But when 
that great and concluding day comes on, 
wherein the ſecrets of all hearts will be 
diſcloſed, and the real characters of men ſhall 
ſtand revealed before an aſſembled world 
of angels and men, then will be ſeen the 
ſacred influence of the faith, in turning 
countleſs millions of the human race from 
darkneſs to light, in forming them to a 
divine nature, and in training them up 

| Zang, through 
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through all the amiable beauties of holi- 
neſs, to a meerneſs for that higher and 
happier ſtate of being, where that which 
* 1s perfect ſhall come, and that which is 
in part ſhall be done away.” 

4. I would add, as a fourth or laſt rea- 
fon of, or motive to, the duty here required 
of us, That they who reje or oppoſe the 
faith, do thereby contract great guilt, and 
will involve themſelves in great miſery 
and ruin. 

What can be offered or pled in excuſe 
for the conduct of ſuch perſons ? They 
cannot juſtly plead either the want of ex- 
cellence, or the want of evidence, on the 
part of our religion. They cannot 
plead, for their rude treatment of our re- 
ligion, the example of ancient philoſo- 
phers: for they, though they ſaw, and in 
their hearts deſpiſed, what can never be the 
caſe with the Chriſtian faith, the abſurdi- 
ties and idolatries of their countrymen z 
yet paid themſelves, and taught their 
diſciples to pay, a decent regard to the e- 
ſtabliſhed religion. They cannot plead 


cc 


the promoting the intereſts of virtue or ho- 
lineſs: for as ſuch perſons have not been 
examples of this themſelves, ſo their infi- 
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del principles have not had any good ef- 
fets this way; on the contrary, they have, 
as is verified in the experience of the 
world, produced intemperance, unchaſti- 
ty, perjury, and, in a word, licentious 
morals of every kind, Nor can they 
plead; that if, as they ſeem to wiſh and 
endeavour, Chriſtianity could be put out 
of the world, they have ever yet found out 
any thing to ſubſtitute in the room of it, 
that is equally conducive to the holineſs 
and happineſs of men. 

As they who reject or oppoſe the Chri- 
ſtian faith, do thereby contract great guilt, 
ſo they involve themſelves in great miſery ; 
—in miſery, as they throw off thoſe truths 
or principles which are of the moſt noble and 
intereſting nature, which have ſuch a dig- 
nity and grandeur belonging to them, that 
they are fitted to enlarge, to elevate, *and 
improve the minds of men, and to pour 
joy and conſolation over their hearts; and 
adopt others in place of them, which are 
of a joyleſs and dreary nature, which caſt 
a horrid gloom over the face of things, 
and involve human life, eſpecially in the 
lateſt hours of it, in a- ſtate of darkneſs 
and deſpair ; —in miſery, as they are led 


by 
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by their ill principles, or by their total 


want of good: ones, into ſuch a courſe of 
actions as are inſeparably connected with, 
and which do as certainly lead to diſtreſs 
of every kind, as any cauſe is fitted to pro- 
duce its effect; — and in miſery, as they 
expoſe themſelves to deſerved puniſhment 
from the hands of God. © This,” ſays our 
bleſſed Saviour *, © is the condemnation,” 
that 1s, the juſt ground of the moſt dread- 
ful doom, © that light is come into the 
*© world, and men have loved darkneſs ra- 
* ther than light.” 

There may be, it is poſſible, ſome dan- 
gerous opinions held by ſome perſons with 
reſpect to the Chriſtian faith, where there 


is a prevailing honeſty and. uprightneſs of 
heart. God, who knows our frame, we 


have reaſon to hope, will make merciful 


allowances for, thoſe who are in ſuch cir- 


cumſtances, and re in ſuch invo- 


luntary errors. 

But oppoſition to the faith may, and 
generally does, proceed from other cauſes; 
—as from ignorance, and from men not ha- 


ving been at pains to know the faith; — 
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from careleſsneſs and wattt of attention to 


its nature and evidences ; from ground- 


leſs prejudices; — from pride of under- 
ſtanding ; —from an affectation of ſingu- 
larity ;—from the ſpeculations and oppo- 
ſitions of ſcience, falſely ſo called, in which 
ſome have bewildered themſelves ; — and 
alſo, and chiefly, from the great depravi- 
ty and corruption of the heart. 

There is a connection between holding 
faith and holding a good conſcience; and 
theſe things have a reciprocal influence the 
one of them on the other, When men 
hold a good conſcience, or, as the Apoſtle 
defines a good conſcience, when they are 
willing 1n all things to live honeſtly, by 
ſuch a conſcience, or ſuch a life, their 
minds will be cleared from every corrupt 
bias, their rational faculties and powers 
will be ſtrengthened, and they will be 
formed to ſuch a ſenſe and taſte of truth 
and excellence, that they will come to 
know, and own, that the Chriſtian faith 
or doctrine is of God. But when they 
put away a good conſcience, then they will 
of courſe, as is here declared, make ſhip- 
wreck concerning the faith. 


Now, 


} 
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Now, if rejecting the faith, or oppoſition 
to it, proceeds from any of theſe cauſes, 
or from all of them put together, this op- 
poſition is of à criminal nature, and will 
involve thoſe guilty of it in the terrible 


effects of the divine diſpleaſure. Here, 
not to mention thoſe keen ſenſations, and 
pangs of remorſe, which ſome of the oppo- 
ſers of Chriſt and the goſpel have been 
forced to feel even in this world, they 
muſt be inconceiveably miſerable, and muſt 
be affected with the deepeſt agonies of 
guilt and deſpair, when that Jeſus whom 
they now deſpiſe, comes in flaming fire, 
to take vengeance on all them who have 
not obeyed the goſpel; when he comes to 


_ convince all ungodly finners, or, as they 


are otherwiſe deſcribed, all mockers, who 
walk after their own luſts, of all their 
hard ſpeeches they have ſpoken againſt 
him“; and when he will ſay to and con- 
cerning ſuch perſons, from his awful and 
tremendous throne, *©* But thoſe mine e- 
* nemies, who would not that I ſhould 


„rule over them, bring them hither, and 
* {lay them before me.” 


* Jude ver, 15. 
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from careleſsneſs and want of attention to 
its nature and evidences ; from ground- 
leſs prejudices ; — from pride of under- 
ſtanding ; —from an affectation of ſingu- 
larity ;—from the ſpeculations and oppo- 
ſitions of ſcience, falſely ſo called, in which 
ſome have bewildered themſelves ; — and 


alſo, and chiefly, from the great depravi- 


ty and corruption of the heart. 
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faith and holding a good conſcience; and 


theſe things have a reciprocal influence the 
one of them on the other, When men 


hold a good conſcience, or, as the Apoſtle 


defines a good conſcience, when they are 
willing 1n all things to live honeſtly, by 
ſuch a conſcience, or ſuch a life, their 
minds will be cleared from every corrupt 
bias, their rational faculties and powers 
will be ſtrengthened, and they will be 
formed to ſuch a ſenſe and taſte of truth 
and excellence, that they will come to 
know, and own, that the Chriſtian faith 
or doctrine is of God. But when they 
put away a good conſcience, then they will 
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Now, if rejecting the faith, or oppoſition 
to it, proceeds from any of theſe cauſes, 
or from all of them put together, this op- 
poſition is of a criminal nature, and will 
involve thoſe guilty of it in the terrible 


effects of the divine diſpleaſure. Here, 
not to mention thoſe keen ſenſations, and 
pangs of remorſe, which ſome of the oppo- 
ſers of Chriſt and the goſpel have been 
forced to feel even in this world, they 
muſt be inconceiveably miſerable, and muſt 
be affected with the deepeſt agonies of 
guilt and deſpair, when that Jeſus whom 
they now deſpiſe, comes in flaming fire, 
to take vengeance on all them who have 
not obeyed the goſpel; when he comes to 
convince all ungodly finners, or, as they 
are otherwiſe deſcribed, all mockers, who 
walk after their own luſts, of all their 
hard ſpeeches they have ſpoken againſt 
him“; and when he will ſay to and con- 
cerning ſuch perſons, from his awful and 
tremendous throne, © But thoſe mine e- 
* nemies, who would not that I ſhould 
„ rule over them, bring them hither, and 
„ ſlay them before me.” 


* Jyde ver, 15. 


III. IT 


19 


III. IT now remains that I direct, as 
was propoſed, to ſome improvement of 
what has been ſaid: And in place of all 
other uſeful improvement which this ſub- 
ject affords, but which your time will not 
allow me ſo much as to mention, 

Let us, My Very Reverend Fathers and 
Brethren, who are the public inſtructors 
of others, and are put in truſt with the go- 
ſpel of Chriſt, endeavour to ſpread the 
knowledge and intereſts of the Chriſtian 
faith. | 

1/, Let us endeavour to ſpread the 
knowledge and intereſts of the faith, by 
preaching it to thoſe whole inſtruction is 
committed to our care. As there 1s a 
connection between natural and revealed 
religion, and as God has joined theſe 
things together, ſo we muſt not dare or 
endeavour to put them aſunder, but muſt, 
according to our beſt abilities, open up 
and explain the truths and duties of both. 

We muſt, and this is a main thing in 
preaching the faith, hold forth Chriſt, who 
15 the great ſubject of it, to the acceptance 
of ſinners ; preſſing and beſeeching them, 
by all the arguments of gratitude and 
duty, of danger and ſafety, and of eter- 

He nal 
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nal loſs and eternal gain, to receive and 


reſt upon him for ſalvation in all his of- 
fices, in which there is a glorious ſuitable- 
neſs correſponding to the wants and ne- 
ceſſities of their ſouls, for all thoſe pur- 
poſes, jointly and together, for which he 
came into the world, and in the whole 
extent of his ſaving deſign.— And we 
muſt explain and recommend obedience 
to the moral laws of the goſpel, that obe- 
dience which flows from the grace of faith 
in Chriſt, and a renewed and ſanctified na- 
ture, and which is the fruit and evidence of 
both. This (as ſays the Apoſtle) is a 
faithful ſaying *,” and which we who 
are the miniſters of the goſpel muſt con- 
ſtantly affirm, that they which have be- 
© hieved in God, ſhould be careful to 
* maintain good works ; for theſe things 
* are good and profitable to men.” —— 
In a ſpecial manner we muſt exhort our 
hearers to maintain, not a fooliſh zeal a- 
bout queſtions reſpecting matters of doubt- 
ful diſputation, which gender ſtrife rather 
than godly edifying ; but to maintain thoſe 
duties which are the weighty matters of the 
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law, or, in other words, the vital and ſub- 
ſtantial parts of practical religion. 
* Finally, brethren, whatſoever things 
* are true, whatſoever things are honeſt, 
* whatſoever things are juſt, whatſoever 
* things are lovely, whatſoever things are 
* of good report, if there be any virtue, 
and praiſe,” or ſeeing there is, in every 
ſenſe of this expreſſion, much virtue and 
praiſe, we muſt think on theſe things.“ 
— Here I muſt beg leave to obſerve 
briefly, and as it were in ſo many words, 
that drawing our doctrines, not from the 
ihibboleth of a party, but from the pure 
fountains of the ſcriptures, we muſt preach 
the faith in a ſound and uncorrupted man- 
ner, without mixing what is human, and 
age e worſe than human, with what 
1s divine ;—preach it with that decent 
and unaffected ſolemnity, in all our expreſ- 
ſions and deportment, which is ſuited to 
the intereſting work in which we are en- 
gaged ; — preach, it with that modeſty 
which 1s the uſual companion, and the 
greateſt ornament, of real worth; —and 
preach it with that earneſtneſs and warmth 
which flows from an experimental ſenſe 
and feeling of the power and importance 


of - 


1 1 
of divine things on our own hearts, and 
which puts us in the faireſt way to reach 


the hearts of others, and to transfuſe into 
them that warm glow of pious and holy 


diſpoſitions which we feel in our own. 


2dly, Let us ſpread and promote the in- 
tereſts of the faith, by a life and conver- 
ſation ſuitable to and becoming it, and 
ſuitable to and becoming the character we 
ſuſtain as preachers of the faith. 

Our bleſſed Saviour tells us, concerning 
the ſcribes and Phariſees, and to their e- 
ternal reproach, ** that they ſaid, and did 
not; — that they laid heavy burdens 
* on others, whilſt they themſelves did 
* not touch them with one of their fin- 
“gers; —and that they were like whiten- 
* ed ſepulchres, fair to look at, but with- 
* inſide of them full of ravening and 
* wickedneſs.” 

If, which God forbid, any of us ſhould 
imitate theſe hypocritical and abandoned 
characters, then we will give a deep 
wound to the goſpel, and its ordinances ; 
and, like Eli's wicked ſons of old, we will 


cauſe the ſacrifice of the Lord to be abhor- 


red. If ſo, then having no feeling or 
experience of divine things, our miniſte- 
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rial work will be a moſt grievous taſk and 
burden to us: and if ſo, then, not to men- 
tion the awful conſequences of ſuch a 
conduct in the world that is to come, we 
will bring preſent and well-deſerved diſ- 
grace upon ourſelves. If (as ſays the 
Roman orator “, I quote him in our own 
language, one who profeſſes himſelf a 
* grammarian {ſhould talk barbarouſly, 
* or he who ſets up for a great muſician 
* ſhould {ing out of tune, ſuch a one would 
* be the more ridiculous, becauſe he blun- 
* dered in that very art of which he pro- 
<« feſſed himſelf a maſter ; if fo, (ſays he), 
* a philoſopher,” and I will add, much 
more a Chriſtian miniſter, © if he offends 
in the conduct of life, is the more infa- 

© mous, becauſe he offends againſt thoſe 
rules of piety and virtue in which he 
6 pretends to inſtruct others.” 

But if, on the other hand, we are by 
our inſtructions and lives faithful to Chriſt; 
and the intereſts of his goſpel, then happy 
will this be, both for ourſelves, and thoſe 
that hear us. 


* Second book of Tuſculan queſtions. Et 
In 


. 

In this caſe, though we have little or no- 
thing of that worldly pomp or ſhew that 
dazzles the eyes of men, and draws their 
attention towards it, —we ſhall meet with 
eſteem, if not from all, yet from the vir- 
tuous and ſober part of mankind. In this 
caſe, we ſhall have joy and rejoicing in 
ourſelves ; joy ariſing from the grand and 
| intereſting nature of thoſe truths and du- 
ties about which our thoughts and la- 
bours are employed ;—from a conſcious 
ſenſe of our having ſerved God with our 
ſpirit in the goſpel of his Son ;—and from 
the hope and perſuaſion, that we have, in 
ſome meaſure, promoted, and are promo- 
ting, as fellow-workers with God, the 
greateſt and beſt intereſts of men,—the 
intereſts of their ſouls; and that not for a 
time only, but for eternity. In this caſe, 
we ſhall finiſh life with comfort; and in 
the world that is to come, we ſhall, as the 
gracious reward of our having © turned 
„many to righteouſneſs, ſhine as the ſun, 
and as the ſtars in the firmament of 
glory, for ever and ever.“ 


Now to conclude: Let us, my Very 
Reverend Fathers and Brethren, feed, and 
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